Bundle of His Recordings in Congenital Complete Heart Block
To the Editor:
The article in the February issue of CIRCULATION (45: 277, 1972) We certainly agree with Dr. Guntheroth that the ethics of clinical investigation in children is an important matter which demands the exacting peer review most institutions, including our own, now practice. Dr. Guntheroth may prefer not to accept our recordings as true His bundle potentials but in so doing he would be a decidedly minority opinion ignoring evidence from a substantial literature on the topic contributed to by authoritative electrophysiologists.
We did not recommend that all children with complete heart block have His bundle studies. What we did recommend as a conclusion from our study was that "if children with congenital heart block showed conduction defect on the electrocardiogram and have a rate of under 40 beats per minute which does not respond to exercise, His bundle recordings should be done." This selected group would encompass less than one of five cases of congenital heart block.
We are not as sanguine as Dr. Guntheroth that "there is no medical indication for pacemaking in congenital heart block unless there is congestive heart failure or syncope." There have been instances in which the patient has not been fortunate enough to survive his initial bout of syncope. Our thesis is that His bundle recordings, by determining the site of block, will aid in establishing the prognosis in children with congenital heart block. Whether this will ultimately prove to have as much prognostic significance as we anticipate will require examination of more children using all the modalities available to us, as well as prolonged follow-up. By Circulation, Volume XLVI, August 1972 
